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THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 
By  C;.  E.  DE  8('H\VEINITZ,  A.M.,  AI.D. 


One  year  ago  a  generous  friend  freed  the  College  from 
its  chief  indebtedness,  that  it  might,  imtrammeled,  "pursue  its 
career  of  honorable  usefulness."  This,  I  believe,  it  has  done  in 
the  last  twelve  months,  and  that  which  follows  is  a  record  of 
what  has  been  accomplished. 

No  special  sessions  of  the  College  have  taken  place,  but  at  the 
nine  stated  meetings,  which  have  been  held  from  December  1, 
1910,  to  November  30,  1911,  thirty-two  papers  were  read,  an 
increase  of  six  as  compared  with  the  scientific  programs  of  the 
same  number  of  stated  meetings  of  the  preceding  year.  During 
this  period  of  time  the  College  listened  to  the  ^Memoirs  of  three 
Fellows — namely,  of  Dr.  J.  Dutton  Steele,  prepared  by  Dr.  John 
H,  Musser  and  read  by  Dr.  A.  O.  J.  Kelly;  of  Dr.  George  C. 
Harlan,  prepared  and  read  by  Dr.  John  B.  Shober;  and  of  Dr. 
De  Forest  Willard,  prepared  and  read  by  Dr.  Roland  G.  Curtin, 
It  is  not  a  little  strange  and  more  than  sad  that  two  of  the  readers 
of  these  ^Memoirs,  Drs.  Kelly  and  Shober,  have  died  since  that 
time,  and  of  the  work  and  activities  of  one  of  them  the  College 
has  this  evening  heard;  of  the  other  it  shall  hear  in  the  near 
future.  All  of  the  papers  have  commanded  close  attention,  and 
in  many  instances  elicited  interesting  discussions.  Following  a 
custom  of  i)revious  years,  it  may  be  permitted  to  call  attention 
to  several  of  them  of  special  interest: 
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It  was  with  no  little  satisfaction  that  the  College  realized  that 
one  of  its  former  Presidents,  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  had  so  far  recovered 
from  a  long  and  tedious  illness  as  to  be  able  to  send  to  the  College 
an  interesting  communication  on  "Thoughts  on  the  Teaching 
of  Therapeutics  Based  on  Forty  Years'  Experience,"  read  for 
him,  to  quote  his  own  words,  by  his  most  distinguished  student. 
Dr.  H,  A.  Hare.  The  Fellows  listened  with  special  satisfaction 
to  the  paper  of  Dr.  George  Fetterolf  and  Dr.  George  W.  Norris 
on  "The  Anatomical  Explanation  of  Paralysis  of  the  Left  Re- 
current Laryngeal  Nerve  Found  in  Certain  Reported  Cases  of 
]\Iitral  Stenosis;"  to  the  record  of  Dr.  John  B.  Deaver's  experience 
in  the  treatment  of  "Chronic  Pancreatitis;"  to  "Further  Clinical 
Studies  in  the  Auscultation  Method  of  Determining  Blood 
Pressure,"  presented  by  Dr.  Edward  Goodman  and  Dr.  A. 
Alexander  Howell;  to  Professor  Huber's  well  illustrated  and 
scholarly  paper  on  "Studies  in  Human  Embryology;"  and  to 
Dr.  Joseph  Sailer's  interesting  account  of  the  "Symptomatology 
and  Treatment  of  Cecum  Mobile."  The  beautiful  exhibit  of  the 
transverse  and  sagittal  sections  of  the  adult  head,  prepared  and 
demonstrated  by  Dr.  Joseph  Tunis,  and  the  interesting  cineomato- 
graph  exhibition  of  the  gait,  station,  tremor,  and  general  symptoms 
of  nervous  disease  made  by  Dr.  Weisenburg  are  worthy  of  special 
note.  The  paper  on  the  quantitative  analysis  of  human  and 
of  cows'  milk  recording  the  results  of  a  long  period  of  work  by 
the  late  Dr.  Arthur  V.  Meigs  and  by  Dr.  Marsh  was  followed  by 
an  instructive  discussion  from  the  chemical  standpoint  by  Dr. 
John  Marshall,  and  from  the  practical  side  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Crozer 
Griffith  and  Dr.  E.  E.  Graham. 

During  these  nine  stated  meetings  G41  Fellows  of  the  College 
were  in  attendance,  an  average  attendance  of  7lf,  being  an  in- 
crease of  3  over  that  of  last  year  and  of  14  o\'er  that  of  two  years 
ago.  These  figures  do  not,  however,  represent  the  actual  attend- 
ance, because  under  the  rules  many  physicians  not  members 
of  the  Fellowship  were  present  who  listened  with  satisfaction 
to  the  snbjects  that  come  up  for  discussion. 

Tlie   Pu])lic  Lectures  on  Great  Doctors  and  Achievements  in 
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INIedical  Research,  to  the  pronounced  success  of  which  I  referred 
in  my  last  Address,  continued  in  a  dehghtful  address  by  Dr. 
James  G.  Mumford,  of  Harvard  University,  on  "Ambrose  Pare 
and  His  Times,"  on  the  evening  of  April  18,  1911.  On  November 
20th  of  the  past  year  a  second  Public  Lecture  was  given  by  Dr. 
Talcott  Williams,  of  Philadelphia,  not  wath  reference  to  any  one 
great  doctor  or  his  achievements  in  medical  research,  but  de- 
scriptive of  the  doctor  from  the  standpoint  of  the  layman,  a 
lecture  which  was  at  once  quaintly  humorous  and  brilliantly 
eloquent,  and  constituted  a  notable  tribute  to  those  who  are 
banded  together  for  the  relief  of  human  suffering  and  the  pro- 
longation of  human  life.  This  course  will  continue,  and  I  can 
promise  you  that  the  next  lecturer  is  sure  to  create  a  commanding 
interest. 

In  my  last  Address  I  announced  the  establishment  of  the 
Weir  Mitchell  Lectures  and  the  selection  of  two  lecturers, 
namely,  the  Professor  of  Pharmacology  in  the  University  of 
London,  Arthur  R.  Cushny,  and  the  Professor  of  Zoology  in 
Columbia  University,  Edmund  B.  Wilson.  Dr.  Cushny  dis- 
coursed on  Auricular  Fibrillation,  and  Dr.  Wilson  on  Problems 
in  Heredity,  and  their  efforts  were  received  with  high  apprecia- 
tion by  all  who  heard  them.  Following  them  came  Dr.  Svante 
Arrhenius,  the  distinguished  Director  of  the  Xobel  Listitute  in 
Stockliolm,  who  took  for  his  subject  "The  Passage  of  Micro- 
organisms through  Interstellar  Space."  His  audience,  com- 
posed of  physicians,  astronomers,  and  scientists  generally,  was 
keenly  interested  in  his  theories  of  the  origin  of  life  and  in 
the  experimental  work  which  had  led  to  their  promulgation. 
An  unusually  large  audience  greeted  the  last  Weir  Mitchell 
lecturer  of  the  year.  Dr.  William  T.  Porter,  Professor  of  Com- 
parative Physiology  in  Harvard  University,  who  told  the  story 
of  the  cause  and  effects  of  Shock,  and  described  his  well- 
known  work  in  this  field  of  physiological  research.  To  these 
lectures  not  only  have  the  Fellows  of  the  College  and  phj^sicians 
in  general  been  invited,  but  invitations  have  also  been  extended 
to  senior  students  in  the  schools  of  medicine  of  this  city  and  in 
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the  scientific  classes  of  neighboring  colleges  and  universities, 
and  the  committee  in  charge  of  them  has  received  many  expres- 
sions of  satisfaction  that  these  unusual  opportunities  were  thus 
freely  offered. 

The  scientific  business  of  the  College  during  the  past  year  has 
been  excellent,  and  with  my  knowledge  of  papers  that  have  been 
promised  and  my  entire  confidence  in  others  that  are  to  follow, 
I  am  sure  that  our  record  in  the  coming  year  will  be  equally  good 
and  doubtless  better.  In  referring  to  this  subject  in  a  previous 
Address,  I  dwelt  in  words  of  high  appreciation  on  the  work  of 
the  Committee  in  charge  of  our  Scientific  Business,  and  par- 
ticularly on  that  of  its  efficient  Chairman,  Dr.  A.  O.  J.  Kelly, 
whose  untimely  death,  alas,  has  removed  from  our  midst  one 
of  our  best  beloved  and  most  active  Fellows.  The  College  is 
fortunate  in  that  one  has  been  found  to  take  his  place  and  to 
carry  on  the  important  work  of  this  Committee  Avith  character- 
istic energy  and  excellence,  Dr.  Hobart  Amory  Hare. 

Again,  I  desire  to  congratulate  the  Publication  Committee 
on  the  material  in  the  last  volume  of  our  Transactions,  and  to 
emphasize  a  point  made  by  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee, 
Dr.  Davis,  in  his  annual  report,  namely,  that  although  Volume 
XXXII  is  not  so  large  as  the  previous  volume,  because  the  latter 
includes  the  account  of  the  Dedication  exercises,  it  contains 
approximately  one-third  more  of  scientific  matter.  Once  more 
I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Fellows  of  the  College  the  importance 
of  these  Transactions,  not  only  in  that  they  enhance  the  scien- 
tific reputation  of  our  institution,  but  because  they  are  of  great 
service  in  increasing  our  facilities  for  exchange  with  various 
foreign  institutions  of  learning.  I  earnestly  repeat  the  hope 
expressed  last  year  that  ways  and  means  will  be  found  to  permit 
the  publication  in  these  Transactions  of  lectures  of  special 
importance  given  in  the  College,  and  of  valuable  papers  read 
before  the  Sections  of  the  College. 

Last  year  the  Alvarenga  Prize  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
was  won  by  one  of  Philadelphia's  physicians,  Dr.  Francis  I^. 
Patterson,  for  his  essav  on  "The  Parathvroid  Glandules."     Since 
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its  establishment  in  1S8S  this  prize  has  been  awarded  sixteen 
times,  and  among  the  successful  competitors  four  have  been 
Fellows  of  the  College. 

The  Library.  According  to  the  report  of  the  (liairnian  of 
the  Library  Committee,  we  know  that  at  present  the  total  number 
of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  9o,S9(),  and  that  we  possess  .S917 
unbound  theses  and  dissertations,  and  81,528  unbound  pamphlets. 
From  all  sources  during  the  past  year  the  Library  has  received 
4648  volumes,  14,791  pamphlets,  and  26,074  numbers  of  various 
periodicals.  The  literary  activities  of  our  Fellows  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  of  the  660  new  publications  added  to  the  Library 
during  1911,  46  were  written  or  edited  by  members  of  our  Fellow- 
ship. During  the  year,  1728  dissertations  have  been  acquired, 
and  the  total  number  of  periodical  publications,  American  and 
foreign,  during  the  same  period  of  time  is  1203,  being  an  increase 
in  subscriptions  for  the  year  1911  of  59.  The  revision  of  the 
catalogue  has  made  satisfactory  progress,  and  the  year  has  been 
a  very  successful  one  in  the  matter  of  exchanges,  whereby,  as 
the  report  of  the  Librarian  shows,  many  valuable  books  and 
journals  have  been  added  to  our  collection. 

It  is  again  necessary  to  note  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Library  during  the  year,  practically 
in  the  same  proportion  as  in  the  previous  report,  which  would 
indicate,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  points 
out,  that  the  change  of  location  is  still  operative  to  a  certain 
degree  in  this  respect.  This,  however,  is  entirely  offset  by  the 
fact  that  more  than  16,000  books  have  been  consulted,  a  very 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  those  used  in  the  previous  year. 
This  should  be  emphasized,  inasmuch  as  it  affords  the  best  sort 
of  evidence  of  the  increased  advantage  which  our  library  offers 
in  its  present  quarters,  and  of  the  high  regard  in  which  it  is  held 
by  those  who  most  use  it,  and  thus  add  to  our  scientific  reputa- 
tion and  to  the  literary  output  of  the  medical  profession  of  this 
city. 

To  another  interesting  statement  in  the  report  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Library  Committee  I  want  briefly  to  refer,  namely,  to 
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the  increased  use  of  the  private  study  rooms,  the  vakie  of  which 
was  emphasized  in  my  last  Address,  where  it  was  pointed  out  that 
the  number  of  \ohmies  called  for  and  retained  in  these  rooms 
averaged  about  50  the  year  around.  In  the  year  just  ended  this 
number  has  increased  to  150.  All  visitors  to  the  Library,  and 
especially  those  who  are  accustomed  to  the  difficulties  of  literary 
research,  are  greatly  impressed  with  the  value  of  these  rooms, 
a  value  well  demonstrated  by  the  statement  which  has  just  been 
made. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  accessions  and  number  of 
bound  volumes,  as  well  as  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  unbound 
theses  and  dissertations,  is  accounted  for,  as  the  Librarian  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  point  out,  by  the  fact 
that  those  in  charge  of  the  matter  w^ere  enabled  to  bind  more 
than  17,000  dissertations  during  the  past  year,  adding  in  this 
manner  753  volumes  to  our  shelves. 

Last  year  I  had  the  happiness  to  report,  owing  to  the  liberality 
of  one  Fellow  and  of  one  friend  of  the  College,  an  increase  of 
$6000  in  the  Library  Endowment  Funds.  Unfortunately  no 
such  increase  can  be  recorded  during  the  past  year,  and  I  make 
reference  to  this  matter  in  order  most  earnestly  to  appeal  to  the 
Fellows  of  the  College  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  bring  this  mag- 
nificent collection  of  books  to  the  attention  of  those  who  have 
the  means  and  willingness  to  give.  No  matter  how  great  a 
library  is,  it  cannot  grow  greater,  or  cannot  continue  to  retain 
its  greatness,  unless  it  is  adequately  supported.  We  do  splendidly 
with  the  money  w^hich  we  have,  so  judiciously  spent  by  the  Library 
Committee,  but  we  need  increased  endowment.  I  pray  you 
go  out  among  those  who  can  help  us  in  this  respect,  and  appeal 
for  aid  that  we  may  become  richer,  and  thus  make  those  rich 
in  knowledge  and  productiveness  who  come  to  read  in  our 
rooms. 

Gifts  to  the  College.  The  following  is  a  list  of  rare  medical 
books,  works  of  special  interest,  paintings,  engravings,  and 
other  valuable  gifts  received  by  the  College  during  the  past 
vear. 
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Incunabula.     (Total  number,  160.) 

Articella.     Comentarii.     Venetiis,  Locatellus,  1493. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Musser.) 
Bartholomaeus   de   Pisis.     Epitoma  medicina^.     (Floreiitia^,   dc   Mor- 
gianis,  circa  1490.) 

(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 
Matheolus    Perusinus.     De    memoria    augenda    s.ars    mcmorativa. 
Romff,  Plannck,  (circa  1485-1490). 
(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 
Metlinger,    B.     Regiment    der   jungen    Kinder.     (Augsburg,    Zainer, 
1473.) 

(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 
Pintor,    P.     Aggregatior    sententiarum    doctorum    de    pra^servatione 
curationeque  pestilentise.     Romse,  Silber,  1499. 
(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 
Rhazes,  A.     Liber  nonus,     Venetiis,  Papiensis,  1497. 

(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 
Roland  of  Parma.     De  curatione  pestiferorum  apostematuni.     Romse, 
Udalricus  Gallus,  (circa  1471). 
(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 
Silvaticus,  M.     Liber  pandectarum  medicine.     (Argentorati,  IMenteliii, 
circa  1470.) 

(In  exchange.) 


Works  of  Special  Interest. 

Alexis  of  Piedmont.     Secrets  of  that  excellent  physician.     London, 
Wight,  1595. 

(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 
Blackmore,  Sir  R.     Treatise  upon  the  Small-pox.     I^ondon,  Clarke, 
1723. 

Chinese  Punishments.     Collection  of  water-colors  illustrating  forms 
of  legal  punishment  in  China. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  Thomas  Biddle.) 
Chnch,   W.     Historical  Essay  on  the  Rise   ...   of  the   Small-pox. 
London,  Warner,  1724. 
(Purchased.) 
Gesner,  C.     Nomenclator  aquatilium  animantium.     Tiguri,  Froscho- 
verus,  1560. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  A.  P.  C.  Ashhurst.) 
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Harvey,  William.     De  motu  cordis  et  sanguinis  in  animalibus.     Patavii 
apud  Sebastianum  Sardum,  1643. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 
Martin,  B.     Essay  on  Visual  Glasses.     London,  1757. 

(Presented  bj^  Dr.  G.  E.  de  Schweinitz.) 
Memoranda  of  Dr.   Benjamin  Rush.     (New  York,   1910.)     (Manu- 
script.) 

(Presented  Ijy  Dr.  Robert  Abbe.) 
Russell,  J.  R.     The  History  and  Heroes  of  the  Art  of  Medicine.     2 
vols.     London,  Murraj^,  1861.     (Extra-illustrated.) 

(Presented  bj^  Dr.  G.  E.  de  Schweinitz.) 
Spigelius,  A.     Opera  quae  extant  omnia.     Amsterdami,  Bljev,   1645. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 
(Withers,  P.)     History  of  the  Royal  Malady.     London,  1789. 

(Fund  for  Rare  Books.) 

0(7  Paintings. 

Portrait  of  Dr.  WiUiam  Goodell. 

(Presented  by  the  family  of  Dr.  Goodell.) 
Portrait  of  Dr.  George  C.  Harlan. 

(Presented  by  Mrs.  Henry  Post  Mitcliell.) 
Portrait  of  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish. 

(Presented  by  Mrs.  Rodman  Wharton.) 
Portrait  of  Dr.  George  E.  de  Schweinitz. 

(Presented  by  Mr.  Rudulph  Ellis.) 
Portrait  of  Dr.  James  Tyson. 

(Presented  by  his  friends.) 

Statues. 

Marble  statue  of  ^Esculapius.     (Heroic  size.) 
(Presented  by  Dr.  Richard  H.  Harte.) 

Medals. 

Silver  medal  of  Dr.  Jacques  Louis  Reverdin  by  A.  Carl  Angst. 
(Presented  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Keen.) 

Framed  Pictures,  etc. 

Three  photographs  of  the  American  Society  of  Clinical  Surgery. 
(Presented  by  Dr.  Richard  H.  Harte.) 
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Engraving  of  James  BenwcU. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  George  E.  de  Schwciiiitz.) 
Photograph  of  Sir  George  A.  Critchett. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  Walter  L.  Pyle.) 
Engraving  of  bust  of  Dr.  William  Harvey. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  George  E.  de  Schweinitz.) 
Engraving  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.     Painted  and  engraved  by  Savage, 
ISOO. 

(Presented  by  Mrs.  Gwendolen  W.  Howell.) 
Photograph  of  Dr.  De  Forest  Willard. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  De  Forest  P.  Willard.) 
Dedication  of  a  book  of  poems  to  Dr.  Nathaniel  Chapman,  1838.     (A 
poem  by  Dr.  John  Kearsley  Mitchell). 

(Presented  by  Mrs.  W.  D.  Winsor.) 
Gold  watch,  formerly  owned  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  Robert  Abbe.) 

Our  collection  of  incunabula  continues  to  grow  in  size  and 
importance,  the  total  number  in  the  College  at  the  present  time 
being  160,  eight  of  these  valuable  volumes  having  been  acquired 
by  the  College  during  the  last  year.  With  special  pride  we  are 
able  to  point  to  our  Harvey  collection.  From  the  statistics  of 
the  various  editions  of  the  works  of  Harvey  which  have  been 
published,  and  which  were  gathered  for  a  paper  recently  issued 
by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  it  is  evident  that  in  the  various  medical 
libraries  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  there  are  forty-two  editions. 
Of  these  forty-two  our  Library-  contains  thirty-<!ijglH7  including 
the  first  edition  of  "  de  moiu  cordis,''  1628.  Now  only  one  other 
library,  that  of  the  Surgeon  General's  Office  at  Washington, 
contains  as  great  a  number,  and  in  the  near  future  we  hope  on 
some  evening  to  make  an  exhibition  of  these  works  and  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  listening  to  a  discourse  concerning  them  and 
him  who  wrote  them  from  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  added  to  our  art  gallery 
a  portrait  of  Dr.  William  Goodell  by  his  son-in-law,  I\Ir.  Alex. 
Scott,  received  through  the  kindness  of  his  family;  a  portrait  of 
Dr.  George  C.  Harlan  by  Mr.  Wallace  V.  Gilchrist,  Jr.,  presented 
to  us  by  Mrs.  Henry  Post  Mitchell;  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Joseph 
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Parrish,  given  by  Mrs.  Rodman  Wharton;  a  portrait  of  the  present 
presiding  officer  of  the  College  by  Mr.  Julian  Stor}^,  the  gift  of 
Mr.  Rudulph  Ellis;  and  a  portrait  of  Dr.  James  Tyson  by  Mr. 
Joseph  De  Camp,  which  came  to  us  from  his  many  friends. 

The  formal  presentation  by  Dr.  Robert  Abbe  of  the  gold  Avatch 
of  Benjamin  Rush  took  place  on  the  evening  of  February  1,  1911. 
The  College  acts  as  the  perpetual  trustee  of  this  valuable 
gift.  The  first  custodian,  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell,  was  appointed,  and 
in  the  future  the  watch  will  be  given  from  time  to  time  into 
nominal  custodianship  of  successive  distinguished  members  of  our 
profession. 

The  November,  1911,  meeting  of  the  College  will  always  be 
memorable  because  on  that  occasion,  at  a  charming  and  inspiring 
ceremony,  the  splendid  statue  of  iEsculapius,  a  copy  of  one  in 
the  Vatican  in  Rome,  the  gift  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  College, 
Dr.  Richard  H.  Harte,  was  presented  by  the  donor  in  an  admirable 
address  rich  in  historical  reminiscences  and  interesting  legends, 
and  received  for  the  College  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  elaborate  the  high  appreciation  of  the  College 
of  this  gift,  which  adds  so  much  to  the  dignity  and  beauty  of 
our  building,  and  which  commands  the  admiration  of  all  those 
who  enter  it. 

The  Business  of  the  College.  The  Fellows  of  the  College 
have  heard  the  satisfactory  report  of  the  Treasurer.  To  one  or 
two  points  special  refernce  may  be  made.  The  total  assets  of 
the  College  on  December  1,  1911,  were  as  follows: 

Real  estate,  13th  and  Locust  Streets     .     .     .     $150,000.00 
22d  and  Ludlow  Streets 

Lot .180,000.00 

Building  ....     284,681.41 

— —  364,681.41 

Stable  lot  (less  ground 

rent) 6,409.75 

$521,091.16 

Invested   Trust   Funds  and  Permanent  Fund  180,304.98 

$701,396.14 
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The  endowment  of  the  Thomas  Dent  Mutter  Fund  for  the 
Mutter  :\ruseum,  about  $r](),()()0,  and  the  Nathan  Lewis  Hatfield 
Prize  Fund,  about  $7400,  are  not  inchided  in  the  above  assets, 
as  these  funds  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  College. 
The  actual  income  from  all  sources,  including  subscriptions, 
building  fund,  annual  contributions,  Hall  Committee  rentals, 
and  Directory  for  Nurses  for  the  year  1911,  amounted  to 
$42,104.73,  while  the  expenditures  during  the  year  for  all  purposes 
amounted  to  $39,311.44,  so  that  the  actually  unexpended  balance 
to  the  credit  of  the  College  other  than  trust  funds,  permanent 
fund,  building  fund,  and  subscriptions,  on  December  1,  1911, 
was  $3,114.5(3.  On  December  1,  1910,  the  Treasurer  had  a  cash 
balance  of  $20,321.64,  and  on  December  1,  1911,  a  cash  balance 
of  $23,114.50. 

In  my  Address  last  year  I  recited  in  detail  how,  through  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Eckley  B.  Coxe,  Jr.,  the  stable  and  three  small 
dwelling  houses  adjoining  the  College  on  the  south  had  passed 
into  our  possession,  and  referred  to  the  permission  that  had  been 
given  that  these  small  houses,  because  they  were  unsanitary, 
should  be  torn  down.  The  removal  of  these  houses  was  accom- 
plished, and  at  the  ]\Iarch  meeting  of  the  College  the  action  of 
the  President  and  the  Treasurer  in  this  respect  was  approved, 
and  the  Treasurer  was  further  directed  to  raze  to  the  ground 
the  stable  adjoining  the  College  on  the  south,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  present  lease.  This,  as  you  know,  has  been  done,  and  now 
only  the  lot  once  occupied  by  an  unsightly  building  lies  between 
us  and  our  well-appointed  neighbors  upon  the  corner  of  Twenty- 
second  and  Chestnut  Streets. 

Because  the  Building  Committee  was  able  to  announce  that 
certain  sums  which  had  been  promised  to  its  fund  had  been  paid, 
the  College  voted  an  appropriation  of  $1300  to  be  expended  on 
improvements  on  the  lot  to  which  I  have  just  referred.  There- 
fore this  matter  has  been  taken  into  consideration  by  a  committee 
composed  of  the  President  of  the  College,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
College,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Hall  Committee,  who,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  architects,  Messrs.  Stewardson  &  Jamieson, 
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have  studied  a  number  of  plans  for  beautifying  this  space  of 
ground,  and  have  the  happiness  to  announce  that  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Unitarian  and  Swedenborgian  Church  have  entered 
heartily  into  all  these  arrangements,  and  will  pay  their  share 
of  the  cost  of  the  improvements. 

Naturally,  as  long  as  the  stable  stood  its  rental  reimbursed 
the  College  for  its  payment  on  the  ground  rent.  With  the  expira- 
tion of  the  lease  and  the  razing  of  the  stable  to  the  ground,  this 
income,  about  $1500,  ceased  to  exist,  but  the  good  fortune  which 
has  so  constantly  followed  the  College  during  the  past  few  years 
and  the  generosity  of  the  friends  of  the  College  which  has  so  often 
been  conspicuously  evident  have  not  failed  us,  and  the  Treasurer 
of  the  College  has  been  able  to  announce  that  INIr.  Eckley  B. 
Coxe,  Jr.,  has  added  to  the  deep  debt  of  gratitude  which  we 
already  owe  him  by  the  conveying  this  ground  rent  to  the  College, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  College  shall  carry  out  a  widely 
expressed  intention  to  erect  on  this  ground  a  suitable  memorial 
to  our  late  Vice-President  and  well-beloved  Fellow,  Dr.  Wharton 
Sinkler.  This  condition  I  feel  sure  the  College  will  gladly  accept, 
and  it  will  be  only  too  happy  to  show  its  appreciation,  not  only 
of  our  late  Vice-President,  but  of  the  great  kindness  of  his  nephew, 
by  following  to  the  best  of  its  ability  his  wishes  in  this  matter. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  appropriated  the  necessary  funds 
for  the  various  departments  of  the  College,  and  has  endeavored 
with  the  money  at  its  disposal  to  be  as  liberal  as  possible  with 
these  appropriations. 

The  Building  Committee  in  consultation  with  the  Hall  Com- 
mittee, has  made  one  notable  change  in  the  Thomson  room, 
which  has  •  proved  to  be  eminently  satisfactory,  namely,  the 
elimination  of  the  dividing  partition  and  the  rearrangement  of 
the  chairs,  so  that  they  face  the  southern  wall,  against  which 
the  desk  of  the  presiding  officer  rests,  an  arrangement  which 
facilitates  in  every  way  the  business  of  the  meetings  which  take 
place  in  this  room.  The  beautiful  lamps  decorating  the  posts 
of  the  great  stairway  are  now  in  place,  adding  most  grace- 
fully to  the  light  and  decoration  of  our  hall.     With  the  aid  of 
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an  appropriation  made  })y  the  College  and  certain  donations 
from  Fellows  and  friends  of  the  College,  an  exceedingly  valuable 
Leitz  projection  apparatus  has  been  purchased  by  the  Hall 
Committee,  and  is  available  for  the  use  of  the  Fellows  of  the 
College  and  for  the  members  of  the  scientific  societies  holding 
their  meetings  in  our  building. 

The  Hall  Committee's  satisfactory  work  is  everywhere  apparent, 
and  it  has  been  able  to  renew  the  contract  for  electric  lighting 
at  much  more  satisfactory  figures  than  prevailed  last  year. 
Necessarily  in  the  second  year  of  occupation  of  a  building  of  this 
character  unusual  expenses  must  arise,  for  example,  in  the  renewal 
of  paint  and  in  repairing  the  general  wear  and  tear.  Therefore, 
it  was  necessary  to  grant  the  Hall  Committee  an  increased  appro- 
priation. The  Superintendent  and  the  Clerk  of  the  College  have 
continued  their  effective  work,  to  which  special  reference  was 
made  in  my  last  Address. 

The  College  has  transacted  all  the  routine  business  for  the 
year,  as  well  as  all  business  brought  to  its  attention  from  the 
Council,  from  the  reports  of  special  committees,  and  from  resolu- 
tions presented  on  the  floor  of  the  College,  save  only  that  one 
committee  appointed  to  select  a  design  for  a  College  gown  has 
not  yet  made  its  report.  One  important  and  very  satisfactory 
amendment  to  the  ordinances  and  by-laws  has  been  adopted, 
namely,  the  one  defining  the  quorum  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Council  and  giving  to  the  Council  certain  limited  executive 
functions,  whereby  some  of  the  tediousness,  or  perhaps  I  should 
say  the  detail,  of  the  business  of  the  College  is  eliminated  from  the 
regular  stated  meetings,  thus  giving  more  time  for  the  reading 
and  discussion  of  scientific  papers. 

Concerning  Those  Who  Have  Died.  During  the  year  just 
ended  seven  Fellows  have  died. 

Dr.  John  C.  Da  Costa,  elected  a  Fellow  in  18^4,  died  on 
December  6,  1910.  An  accomplished  surgeon,  for  many  years 
gynecologist  to  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  Hospital,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  emeritus  gynecologist  in  that  institution  and 
consulting  gynecologist  to  St.  Agnes's  Hospital,  he  gave  liberally 
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of  his  skill  and  help  to  those  who  required  his  services,  and 
added  to  the  reputation  of  the  special  branch  of  surgery  which 
he  adopted  as  his  life's  work. 

Dr.  A.  O.  J.  Kelly,  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  College  in  1897, 
died  on  February  25,  1911.  He  was  a  wise  physician,  a  keen 
clinician,  an  accomplished  pathologist,  an  unusually  effective 
teacher.  A  real  student  of  the  science,  art,  and  practice  of  his 
profession,  his  literary  productions  had  distinguished  merit.  He 
was  a  brave  man,  for  he  never  faltered  in  his  course  nor  shirked 
his  work,  albeit  he  knew  only  too  well  that  for  him  the  night 
was  not  far  distant  when  no  man  can  work. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Oliver,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1884,  died  April  S,. 
1911.  For  many  years  he  was  an  active  and  efficient  member 
of  the  Library  Committee  of  this  College,  and  he  has  remembered 
in  generous  gifts  the  institution  which  he  served.  x\n  accom- 
plished ophthalmic  surgeon,  he  devoted  much  time  to  the  scien- 
tific side  of  his  profession,  and  the  results  of  his  literary  pursuits 
were  rich  in  their  fruits,  giving  him  a  well-deserved  international 
reputation. 

Dr.  John  B.  Shober,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1891,  died  April  27,  1911. 
Devoting  much  of  his  time  to  gynecological  practice,  he  had 
in  recent  years  developed  a  deep  interest  in  the  therapeutic 
application  of  x-rays  and  of  radium,  and  was  in  the  best  activity 
of  his  researches  on  the  use  of  these  agents  which  promised 
notable  results  when  his  career  was  checked  by  his  untimely 
death. 

Dr.  ^klichael  T.  Prendergast,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1905,  died 
June  3,  1911.  For  many  years  Attending  Physician  on  the 
Staff  of  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  he  conducted  a  large  and  successful 
practice,  was  noted  for  his  devotion  to  his  work  and  for  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  practitioners  and  by 
all  of  those  who  came  in  contact  with  him. 

Dr.  Joseph  Price,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1889,  died  June  G,  1911. 
To  him  many  came  for  instruction,  for  his  skill  was  noted  and  his 
reputation  widespread,  and  to  him  some  of  the  foremost  gyne- 
cologists of  this  country  owe  their  earliest  training  in  this  branch 
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of  surgery.  lie  was  vigorous,  often  aggressive,  but  not  always 
wise  in  the  expression  of  his  opinions,  saying  that  which  he  thought 
was  right,  asking  no  favors  and  being  unafraid.  He  was  a  notable 
and  interesting  personaUty,  who  worked  until  his  last  hcnir  aiul 
died  in  his  harness. 

Dr.  Edward  Shippen,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1876,  died  June  10, 
1911.  He  was  a  valiant  servant  of  his  country,  rendering  to  her 
distinguished  aid  in  the  trying  days  of  the  Civil  War  as  Surgeon 
in  the  Navy  and  later  as  Medical  Director  of  this  branch  of 
the  service.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Rear  Admiral 
of  the  United  States  Navy  on  the  retired  list. 

Two  Associate  Fellows  died  during  the  year:  Dr.  Edward 
G.  Janeway  of  New  York,  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  great 
clinicians  and  consultants  of  this  country,  died  February  10,  1911. 
Dr.  Henry  P.  Bowditch  of  Boston,  a  distinguished  teacher  and 
a  physiologist  of  enduring  reputation  died  March  13,  1911. 

Thus  the  College  has  lost  by  death  during  the  year,  as  it  did 
in  the  preceding  year,  seven  Fellows.  The  resignation  of  four 
Fellows  has  been  accepted.  Sixteen  new  Fellows  have  been 
elected.  The  net  gain,  therefore,  is  five.  On  December  1,  1911, 
the  roll  of  the  College  was  as  follows:  Fellows,  456;  Associate 
Fellows  (American),  25;  Associate  Fellows  (foreign),  19;  Corre- 
sponding Members,  4;  a  total  of  504. 

In  an  earlier  portion  of  this  Address  I  bespoke  your  interest 
in  the  endeavor  to  increase  the  endowment  of  the  Library,  and 
have  urged  that  efforts  be  made  to  find  means  and  ways  to  include 
in  our  Transactions  important  papers  now  excluded  because 
of  lack  of  funds.  I  beg  of  you  to  take  these  matters  into  serious 
consideration. 

While  it  is  necessary  and  important  that  the  Fellows  should 
be  familiar  with  the  business  of  the  College  recorded  in  the  reports 
read  by  the  Treasurer,  the  Secretary,  and  the  Chairmen  of  the 
eight  Standing  Committees  at  the  December  meeting  of  each 
year,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all  of  us  that  the  technique  of  the 
presentation  of  these  essential  matters  is  subject  to  improvement. 
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Two  plans  suggest  themselves:  (1)  That  these  reports  be 
printed,  and  copies  of  them  be  distributed  to  the  Fellows,  and 
that  at  the  December  meeting  the  author  of  each  Report  be 
allowed  a  few  minutes,  five  at  the  utmost,  in  which  to  emphasize 
any  statements  he  may  desire  to  bring  to  the  especial  attention 
of  the  members.  This  plan  of  presenting  these  reports,  especially 
that  of  the  Treasurer,  has  on  more  than  one  occasion  been  pro- 
posed, especially  by  my  predecessor.  It  would  materially 
shorten  an  otherwise  necessarily  long  session,  and  give  to  the 
Fellows  a  familiarity  with  the  business  of  the  College  which  few 
of  them  now  possess.  Its  chief  objections  would  seem  to  be  that 
it  would  entail  a  certain  amount  of  expense,  and  that  there  is 
doubt  whether  the  copy  of  these  reports  could  be  prepared  in 
time  for  printing  })efore  December  1st  of  each  year.  (2)  That 
a  special  meeting  of  the  College  be  called,  during  the  first  week 
of  each  December,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  listening  to  these  reports 
read  as  is  now  the  custom.  The  chief  objection  to  this  plan 
is  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  assemble  an  audience.  The  plan 
of  printing  and  distributing  the  reports,  adopted  by  many  societies, 
associations,  and  clubs,  seems  to  me  the  better  one,  but  I  would 
suggest  that  the  College  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  take  the  matter  into  consideration  and  to  report  the  results 
of  its  dehberations. 

The  Fellows  are  aware  that  in  earlier  days  the  College  fre- 
quently concerned  itself,  sometimes  on  its  own  initiative  and 
often  by  request,  wath  matters  not  restricted  to  the  presentation 
of  scientific  papers,  that  the  College,  in  the  language  of  Dr. 
Tyson,  was  actively  interested  in  the  health  and  even  morals 
of  the  community.  In  more  recent  times  this  interest  has  de- 
clined, doubtless,  as  the  Honorary  Librarian  points  out,  because 
of  the  rise  of  influence  in  these  respects  of  the  County  and  State 
Societies,  and  the  College  has  devoted  itself  more  exclusively 
to  its  scientific  programs  and  to  the  elaboration  of  its  Library, 
although,  as  its  minutes  and  its  actions  well  show,  it  has  by  no 
means  entirely  abandoned  this  field  of  activity.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  it  has  been  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Pillows  that  this. 


DE  SCHWEINITZ:    ANNUAL   ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT  17 

work  should  be  rejuvenated,  and  one  of  our  membership, 
Dr.  James  M.  Anders,  was  prepared  to  present  a  paper  on  this 
subject  and  open  it  up  for  discussion.  Unfortunately,  for  lack  of 
time  at  the  meeting  at  which  this  paper  was  listed,  it  was  necessary 
to  postpone  it  to  a  session  in  the  near  future,  but  by  permission 
of  Dr.  Anders  I  am  now  calling  attention  to  this  matter  in  order 
that  the  Fellows  may  be  prepared  to  receive  with  intelligent 
interest  the  suggestions  he  will  make.  He  will  urge  that  the 
public  lectures  shall  include  from  time  to  time  such  subjects 
as  the  importance  of  hygiene,  sanitary  science,  and  preventive 
medicine,  presented  in  such  a  manner  that  they  would  interest 
the  public  in  carrying  on  a  campaign  of  education  and  would 
furnish  practical  information  on  health  topics.  He  will  further 
urge  the  establishment  in  the  College  of  a  standing  committee 
on  hygiene,  sanitation,  and  preventive  medicine.  My  own  opinion 
on  this  subject  would  be  out  of  place  until  the  matter  comes  up 
for  discussion  on  the  occasion  of  the  reading  of  Dr.  Anders' 
paper,  to  which  I  am  sure  the  Fellows  will  listen  with  keen  interest. 
I  make  only  this  reference  to  it  for  the  reason  already  stated. 

To  our  incunabula  and  our  Harveys  I  have  referred,  as  well 
as  to  the  contemplated  exhibition  of  the  latter  collection  and  to 
Dr.  Mitchell's  paper  concerning  it.  But  we  have  a  large  number 
of  ancient  and  rare  medical  books  other  than  those  I  have  named. 
The  time  is  ripe  for  calling  especial  attention  to  them,  and  I 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  Section  on  ^Medical  History  that  an 
evening  be  selected  when  these  books  can  be  suitably  displayed, 
the  chief  among  them  briefly  described,  and  that  to  this  function 
shall  be  invited  not  only  the  Fellows,  who,  indeed,  would  come 
by  right,  but  the  officers  of  the  Library  Companies  of  this  and 
neighboring  cities,  and  all  those  who  are  interested  in,  and  have 
a  love  for,  ancient  literature.  It  seems  to  me  that  such  a  night 
would  afford  a  rare  enjoyment. 

In  this  month,  125  years  ago,  our  College  was  formally  organ- 
ized, John  Redman  presided,  the  constitution  was  read,  approved, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  in  its  later  amended  form  has  been 
signed  by  every  Fellow  who  has  been  elected  since  that  day. 
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On  this  roll  on  the  first  day  of  last  December  935  names  had  been 
inscribed.  It  is  a  precious,  safel}^  guarded  volume;  between 
its  leaves  lurk  the  shadows  of  a  century  and  a  quarter.  In  his 
inaugural  address  the  first  President  of  this  Collegiate  Body 
prayed  that  the  Fellows  who  heard  him  and  that  those  who  were 
to  follow  in  their  footsteps  would  with  wisdom,  prudence,  dis- 
cretion, and  judgment  publicly  and  privately  serve  their  day  and 
generation.  This  they  have  done,  and  I  hope  that  in  the  very 
near  future  we  may  in  some  formal  manner  celebrate  this,  on 
which  I  extend  to  you  hearty  congratulations,  our  one  hundred 
and  twenty-hfth  birthday. 


